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School in Warrenton, Virgini
hel ped const A

traps to prevent Asian am:
brosia beetle damage in the Virgini
Chapterds backecr
chards in February.

Asian ambrosia beetles did substantig
damage to trees in three of the Chap®
terds most advanch
The tiny beetles emerge before bu@a==
break and bore small holes througl =
the bark, generally attacking tree
trunks between onehalf inch to two

inches in diameter. As they bore the
hole and deposit their eggs, they also
deposit a fungus. It is this fungus, which the
beetle and its larvae eat, that causes the tree

to die above the beet]l

Highland School biology teacher Leslie Ziegler
and sixty of her 9th and 10th grade students

worked with Regional Science coordinator Matt
Brinkman and VA Chapter volunteers Deborah
Fialka, Alan Plisch and Kathy Marmet to con-
struct the traps from plastic juice bottles.

Traps made by the students will be hung in
orchards this spring and monitored to detect
Asian ambrosia beetles. Students examined
two species likely to be caught in the traps
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with microscopes. Entomologists at the Hamp-
ton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension
eéhier VIOorfirn 1 fiderfifltdtidnYand in-
clude data from the
study that maps distribution of these beetles.
The traps will reduce or even eliminate the
need for insecticide treatment.

I nspired by hearing

telling of the American chestnut story, Highland
students have been helping with the chestnut
breeding program for a number of years. This
year Highland School student volunteers plan

(continued on page 6)
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Dear Members and Friends,

A new growing season is upon us and nuts in storage are already sending o
roots. Similarly, we are also preparing for continued growth.

Last year, weather and insects limited our pollinations. The Rockley Foundat
orchard will be planted with nuts from one mother tree in Fairfax, Virginia, thé
produced over 180 backcross nuts! American nuts were also collected for
planting in a new mother tree orchard at Claytor Nature Center, operated by
Lynchburg College. In the field, owners and volunteers are monitoring and
measuring our existing orchards in anticipation for upcoming inoculations. The
Science committee is determining quantity and locations of our last few backcross breeding or-
chards, as well as planning for our first seed orchard.

Last Fall, Virginia was the sit e-atefdedTebdptio® s Annual
and tree tour. Planning is underway to again host this event. Education and outreach are critical to
our mi ssi on. I n January, we hosted a teacherds wo

Museum in Staunton continue in March. A seminar at the Virginia State Arboretum will take place in
May. Demonstration plantings are also planned throughout the commonwealth.

Al t hough 2013 was an off vyear for harvests, in so
allowed us to take stock of what we have and start planning for the future. This included a compre-

hensive planning process begun last year. The recommendations of this strategic plan are now be-

ing tailored to our organizationds specific needs
ture of the chapter. Without a doubt, these efforts will insure that our resources are applied in a

sensible and efficient way.

None of the above could be accomplished without the active participation of our members and vol-
unteers. Emphasis is being placed on developing Restoration Branch events, encouraged by the
success and diligence of the SW Virginia Branch. These local branches are ways of uniting our
members, and provide updates and support for our programs. We are also fortunate to have devel-
oped a loyal following of contributors. | can assure everyone that all contributions to our mission are

deeply appreciated, highly valued, and applied with great deliberation.
Gratefully yours,

Jack LaMonica

Breeding Program Update

by Matt Brinkman, Mid Atlantic Regional Science Coordinator

The Virginia Chapter of The American Chestnut Foundation (VATACF) continues to work on develop-

ing locally adapted, blight esi st ant American chestnut trees, emp
techniques. VATACF has a goal to fully develop 20 unique genetic family lines of two separate Chi-

nese sources of blight esi st ance, 0Gravesd and ONankingbo. We
of Graves and 7 lines of Nanking in our orchards. We are actively looking for mature wild Ame]can

chestnut trees across Virginia to pollinate with Nanking pollen in order to complete 20 lines.

(continued on page 3)
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American Chestnut Stars (Breeding Program continued from page 2)
In Barter Theatre Production Inoculations of our Graves lines to test for
of The Dryad: An Appalachlan Tale blight resistance will begin in 2015 and contin-

Carol Wright Krause is a playwright and a ue for several years. Pl ant
member of The American Chestnut Foundation seed orchard will likely begin in 2017 and

from Missouri. She entered her newest play could start producing seed by 2023. The first

THE DRYAD in The Bart e seedftomthe Beed@rchards will bel used -

palachian Festival of Plays and Playwrights in  progeny testing to help further evaluate blight

Abingdon, Virginia. Krause contacted the Vir- resistance and competitive ability. Once proge-

ginia Chapter Dby emai |l hytestingisicomplete @afes EeveraRyeaks) i s

set in the 1930s in the Appalachians, and the =~ VATACF will start strategically distributing seed

chestnut blight is a prominent part of the sto-  to partners to begin restoration. Nanking inoc-

ry.é She invited o0any déatiens, seadwotchards, and seed distrihugonar e a 6
to attend its first r ewilldée eogductedidsuagdssioa of Gravesas i n -
formed feedbacko6é. Sevemesmamembers of the VA

Chapterds SW Virginia Restoration Branch at
tended and were enchanted. THE DRYAD was Weé are al ways busy ce
subsequently selected as the top play of the MO0so6 at all of our ch
Barter Festival in 2013, and a full production  itoring, and Measurement. 2014 promises to

is scheduled to open at The Barter Theater on P& @ productive year for the VATACF science
March 8. program. To see how you can be a part of this

incredible effort, check the calendar on page
Members of the SW Branch are also support- 10 and keep a close eye on our website

ing the production by representing The Ameri- for exact details as we
can Chestnut Foundation as a Partner with the  approach the Spring planting season, summer
Barter Theater for Theatre Mattersa free and maintenance and pollination, and fall harvest

casual discussion for select plays and perfor- and measurement.
mances led by Barter staff and community or-
ganizations. Performance Dates and Times can
be found at bartertheatre.com

For an interview with the playwright conducted
by the local Branch go to

The Bartel
nual Appalachian Festival of Plays and Play-
wrights showcases stories and writers inspired

by the Appalachian region, .
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http://acf.org/newsletter2.20.14barter.php
http://acf.org/newsletter2.20.14barter.php
mailto:vachestnut@verizon.net?subject=Virginia%20Chapter%20Gathering
http://vachestnut.org/events/calendar/
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Chapter Gathering a SuccesBéin  threat-
ened, but held ;

) off until Guest
Meadowkirk Conference Center, set among the | gctyrer  Peter

rolling fields and forests of Fauquier County, Hatch, pictured
was the setting for celebrating all things chest- ¢ right, the re-
nut at the Virginia Chapter's Chestnut Gather- jired head and
ing on a misty October evening last fall. Preced- .ief restorer of
ing the national organization's Annual Meeting Thomas Jeffer
in Herndon, it was held on the 350 acre setting g5y's  historic
of Delta Farm, outside Middleburg. The Gather- landscape  at |
ing proved a relaxing retreat for TACF Presidenty\qnticello had '};
Bryan Burhans, and other national Board mem- begun to take A

bers who attended. his attentive audience on a visual tour of Jeffer-

son's lifelong passion for useful and beautiful
More than 100 local m_embers, volunteers and plants and trees. The topic was the subject of
guests came together in support of the Chap- faich's Jatest book,A Rich Spot of EarthThe
ter's research orchards and education initia- |atter part of his talk was fittingly accompanied
tives across Northern Virginia. by a thundershower drumming softly on the
roof of the converted stone barn. The rain lin-
gered just long enough for the author to sign
copies for many of the guests before returning
to his home in Crozet.

This vyear's fundraiser, which raised nearly
$7000 for Chapter activities, depended for its
success on contributions by many local groups
and individuals, including donated flower ar-
rangements from the gardens of the Blue Ridge
Garden Club. We are grateful to all and sundry.

roasted chestnut appetizers

Before dinner they tasted chestnut beer and
freshly roasted chestnuts around a fire ring on
the centerds rear dec
mer evening drew in.

S um-

Guests seated themselves at dinner, meeting
other chestnut supporters from downstate as o
well as other chapters. They dined on locally == babli
sourced foods prepar edDebomh Fidllieadeflonigting baljsshot foastt -
ented chef, Mike Brown. Chef Brown has  ed chestnuts, while TACF Directors Dr. Joe
served for a quarter century at Meadowkirk's James, South Carolina, and Ben Finegan,

neighboring Foxcroft School. Indiana, toast the chestnut beer
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Participants in the January 19th workshop at
Restondés Wal ker Natur
American chestnut trees and used natural ob-
jects from TACFd3ds Ame
Box to gain an understanding of the hands on
learning activities that are available to those
who want to teach or learn the history and sci-
ence behind restoration of the American chest-

nut Tree.

Virginia educator Betty Gatewood shared expe-
riences of teachers whose students are learn-
ing the history, lore, culture and science of the
American Chestnut while addressing learning
objectives and state standardsGatewood has
extensive experience working with teachers to
use the outdoors as a teaching tool.

For the past two summers, Gatewood has
worked with teachers and students from Valley
Ridge Governor School in Rockingham/Augusta
Counties as they have delved deeply into the
history and the science of the American chest-
nut through readings and electrophoresis in a
genetics lab. Students collected data, then

analyzed and shared their conclusions with
each other and the public. These educational

techniques have stimulated these students to
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Brian Smith, center above, with other partici-
pants, lead a walk to look at American chest-

nut trees growing in the \
Walker Nature Center.
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With five orchards planted in chestnuts to

push blight resistance research and a corps
of interested volunteers from partner organi-
zations, VATACF members are ready to brarch
out this Spring... literally.

Restoration Branches within the Virginia chap-
ter are a way of supporting local orchards an
building local networks to promote our effort
while strengthening the national organization
In the past celebrations sponsored by the S
Virginia Restoration Branch have raised fun
to help equip and landscape the TACF Re-
search Lab at Meadowview.

Information sessions in Lovingston, Madison
and near Charlottesville during the month of
April will be followed by a meeting at the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry Headquarters
the evening of Thursday May 15 to organize
Restoration Branch in the piedmont of Cente
al Virginia. Detalils at:

je8)



http://vachestnut.org/events/calendar/
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Valley Tech Horticulture Student
Report: Experiment with Chestnut

We are excited about the American and Chi-
nese Chestnut Experiment because we are
anxious to see what differences we will see
between the chestnuts in our experiment. We
will be using five different potting mediums,
Miracle Grow Potting Mix, HP Mycorrhizae Pot-
ting Mix, Coconut Coir, and Compost. In addi-
tion, we are comparing fertilizers: 2@.0-20
water soluble, and Holly Tone granular organic
soil amendment and fertilizer. We are topping
the planted seed with vermiculite.

To hold the tree seedling tubes we used up-
side down file crates
bottom. We used coffee filters in the tubes
first to hold in the soil and yet allow for drain-
age. Then we added our potting mediums

(Highland School continued from page 1)

to take tree measurements in two orchards
and help finish planting the Rockley Founda-
tion Orchard. Their connection with the chest-
nut story teaches them both science and a bit
of local history. a 2 NB
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High School biology students from Highland School
examine Asian ambrosia beetles photo at right.

and the chestnuts seeds, then vermiculite.

When the trees sprout, we will water them as
needed and fertilize the ones selected for the
20-10-20 fertilizer treatment.
Bincerdly , 2. 56 hol

The P.M. Horticulture Class: Megan H, Kirsten
R, Kyle Y, Daniel K, Taylor K, Megan O, Mike M

The A.M. Horticulture Class: Cody M, Marc N,
Jordan W., Emily C, Jacob G, Heather L, Alissa
M.

es cut in the

Valley Technical Center horticulture teacher Jo
Ann Dunham contacted the Virginia Chapter last
fall about the possibility of growing chestnut in
KHU $XJXVWD &RXQW\ JUHHQKRXVH
Thanks to all who helped gather seeds last fall,
the Chapter was able to supply seeds. Jeff Do-
QDKXH 'LUHFWRU RI 2SHUDWLRQV DW 7
owview Research Farms met Dunham at the
Chapter meeting in Staunton and assisted her in
launching the project. Class photos above and
left.
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