
CT Chapter, The American Chestnut Foundation 
Minutes of the Meeting of Saturday, April 22, 2017 

 
Annual Meeting 
Present: Christian Allyn, Phil Arnold, John Baker, David Bingham, Star Childs, Jim Gage, Jane Harris, 
Jack Ostroff, Karl Rider, Woods Sinclair, Garrett Smith, Jack Swatt, Ginny Patsun  
 
President Starling Childs called the annual meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  
Star asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2016 meeting in Middletown. On a motion 
by John Baker and a second by Jane Harris, the minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Jim presented the Treasurer’s Report. The chapter has a current asset balance of $37,00.00; expenses for 
the year were $15,300, and income was $9,800, which does not reflect the Norcross grant of $5,800, 
received in January. Jack Ostroff and Jane Harris moved and seconded a motion to accept the report, and 
the vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
Star provided the President’s Report. He plans on ramping up the seed orchard activity when Kendra 
returns from maternity leave. Outreach efforts are still needed. He also mentioned an article about David 
Bingham and the Salem Orchard in a recent issue of Edible Nutmeg. 
 
Jim Gage then introduced Ginny Patsun, the new manager for the Norcross See Orchard. She is  a board 
member of the Northern CT Land Trust. She previously worked for the Peace Corps growing trees in 
Zambia. Seeds will be planted next week at the Norcross Orchard. 
 
Woods Sinclair thanked the chapter for proposing him for the TACF Volunteer Service Award, the plaque 
of which he displayed.  
 
Star then introduced Karl Rider, who spoke about Rock Cobble Farm/Weatanogue Land Trust Seed 
Orchard. They are prepared to plant 4 plots of seeds. Additional land will be ready when more seeds 
become available. 
 
Star called upon John Baker to introduce the slate of directors for 2017; nine current members’ terms will 
expire in 2017 and eight (Bill Adamsen, Christian Allyn, John Blossom, Star Childs, Matt Freund, Jane 
Harris, Dr. Jack Ostroff, E. Woods Sinclair) have agreed to serve through 2019.  Jack Swatt will serve as 
a board member as well. Dan Donahue is stepping down from the board, but will continue to work on the 
Norcross Orchard. John then announced the slate of officers: Star Childs, President, Jack Ostroff, Vice-
President, Jim Gage, Treasurer, and Jane Harris, Secretary. David Bingham seconded the motion, and 
the vote was unanimously in favor of the election of the board and the officers.  
 
Star then introduced Jack Swatt, who discussed ideas for outreach, including offering an orchard walk so 
that interested people can see what an orchard looks like when it’s in bloom. He would also like to tour 
some State Forests to look for wild chestnuts. 
 
Star then adjourned the Annual Meeting at 11:15 and introduced Lisa Thomson, CEO of TACF, who 
discussed changes and improvements in the organization. 

 
 

Board Meeting: 
Following lunch, Star Childs called the Board Meeting to order at 1:25 pm. The minutes of the last Board 
Meeting were approved on a motion by John Baker, seconded by Woods Sinclair. Treasurer Jim Gage 



asked for a vote to approve the budget, which he had emailed to the Board.  He explained that grant 
amounts have changed, and that the Norcross Foundation donated $5,800 toward the fencing of the seed 
orchard. Net income is expected to be $6,350, which includes the Manton Grant of $2,400. John Baker 
and Jane Harris moved and seconded approval of the budget, which was unanimously approved. 
 
Old Business:  Tags and signage are still an option for public sites; anyone interested should talk to Bill 
Adamsen. Two requests for seed orchard have been received: the Jones Farm in Milford, and Denison 
Homestead in Mystic. 
 
New Business: A volunteer is needed to represent CTACF at the CLCC annual meeting in 2018, to be 
held at Wesleyan. Sara Fitzsimmons is working on a PowerPoint that can be used at the chapter level. 
 
Learning boxes are available from headquarters for $250; it may be possible to replicate them locally. 
 
Star declared the meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Harris 
Recording Secretary 


